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57 ABSTRACT

Systems and processes for synchronous demodulation of
signals in detection contexts in order to improve frequency,
magnitude and/or phase response over pulsed signal meth-
ods. According to a preferred embodiment, a return signal is
demodulated for the time corresponding to when its corre-
sponding transmitting signal has been discontinued or has
fallen below a certain level. Multiple transmission frequen-
cies, transmitters, and or sensors, among other things, may
be used.
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
SYNCHRONOUS DETECTION OF SIGNALS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 60/490,315 filed on Jul. 25, 2003, the
contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

This invention relates generally to demodulation of sig-
nals in detection systems.

One of the major problems in active transmit-receive
detection systems is that the sensors that are supposed to
pick up the response of the return signal from an object or
secondary source, respond to the direct signal from the
transmitter. This is a problem for several reasons. In most
systems the transmitter signal is much larger than the return
signal. In some systems this ratio can be over one million to
one. Furthermore, in most systems the receive sensors are
located physically closer to the transmitter than to the object
that gives the return. Due to these factors, the desired sensor
signal (the signal due to the return) is masked by the much
larger sensor response to the direct signal. System designers
spend great efforts to reduce the direct pickup by the sensors.
In many cases the limiting sensitivity of a system is set by
the system’s ability to reduce the direct pickup of the
sensors. This is especially true in continuous mode systems
(systems that continuously transmit a signal).

To avoid this problem, systems were developed that
transmitted relatively short pulses. The sensors were then set
up to look only at the returns that came after the transmitter
had stopped producing the pulse. FIG. 1. shows a typical
transmitted pulse signal and its associated return signal. FIG.
2. shows the portion of the return signal that is recorded and
analyzed by the pulsed system. In this manner the systems
could transmit a relatively higher power pulse, albeit for a
short period of time, that would not interfere with the return
signal on the sensors. Since the pulse transmit times are
relatively short the total transmitted energy is small. In these
types of systems the elimination of the direct transmit signal
at the sensor is related to the time it takes to turn off the
transmitter and the waiting time between the pulse end and
the time the sensor starts responding to the return signal. The
nature of the laws of physics means that no real system can
stop transmitting a signal instantaneously. This means that
the system must wait until the direct signal at the sensor falls
below a given level before it can use the sensor for detecting
the return. These factors along with the response of the
object to the transmitted signal govern the system’s respon-
sivity to the object.

SUMMARY AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Systems and processes according to various aspects and
embodiments of the invention where developed to address at
least some of these issues, among others.

FIG. 1 is a plot which shows transmit and return signals
for a conventional system.

FIG. 2 is a plot which shows a portion of a return signal
for the system of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a plot which shows components of a preferred
embodiment of a system which can be employed to carry out
processes according to aspects of the invention.
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FIG. 4 is a plot which shows a multiple signals, each
featuring a different frequency.

FIG. 5 is a plot which shows a waveform corresponding
to the sum of the signals of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a plot which shows a waveform corresponding
to a return signal from the waveform of FIG. 5, before and
after the transmitted signal has been discontinued.

FIG. 7 is a plot which shows the waveform of FIG. 6 for
the period of time after the transmitted signal has been
discontinued.

FIG. 8 is a plot which shows demodulation output from
the waveforms shown in FIGS. 6 and 7.

FIG. 9 is a plot which shows return before, during and
after transmission of a pulse according to one embodiment
of the invention.

FIG. 10 is a demodulation output from the waveform
shown in FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 is a plot which shows a plurality of transmit and
return signal pulses according to one embodiment of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Any object will exhibit two types of responses to a signal.
The first is the “direct” response that occurs effectively
instantly to the signal. The direct portion of the return signal
can be seen in FIG. 1. The second is the residual response”
that is present after the signal has been removed. This
secondary response generally decays with time. FIGS. 1 and
2 show the residual response decaying with time. In most
situations this decay is very rapid. The decay time as well as
the time of flight of the signal from the transmitter to the
object and back to the sensor determine the allowable
transmit pulse length time and pulse turn off time. In
addition the desired spatial resolution between two or more
objects will determine the allowable pulse length. In many
situations the pulse length and turn off times must therefore
be very short, making the total energy per pulse small. In
spite of this the pulse technique gives better responsivity in
many systems than the corresponding continuous mode
systems.

Short pulses are by their nature broadband containing
energy over many frequencies. These pulsed systems are
therefore used for spectral analysis to obtain a spectral
signature of an object. This signature allows differentiation
between different objects. The method of obtaining the
spectral response in most pulsed systems is to record the
time response of the return for a given period after the pulse
has been sent out. This period generally has a start time after
the transmitter has turned off the pulse. The Fourier trans-
form is taken over this sampled time period to produce the
magnitude and phase of the residual frequency response of
the object to the pulse. The accuracy of this response is
limited by the system and background noises, the timing
accuracy of the system and the strength of the return. In
many systems using this method, such as metal detectors and
eddy current detectors, the object is in the near field of the
transmitter; therefore, only the residual is measured. This
residual decays rapidly. Often in these cases the signal is
very low and the response must be averaged over several
pulses to get a usable signal. In these cases the repeatability
of the system affects the accuracy.

The low energy of the pulses coupled with timing errors
in recording the responses and the inherent repeatability
problems of producing short pulses makes the frequency
response obtained in this manner generally poorer than that
which can be obtained in the continuous mode. In addition
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if there is a resonance in the objects response to the
transmitted signal, it takes several cycles of signal at the
resonant frequency to build up energy in the object. A short
pulse cannot accomplish this.

If one were to synchronously generate, transmit, receive,
and synchronously demodulate a continuous single-fre-
quency or multi-frequency signal, the frequency response of
the object would be measured at the transmitted frequencies.
FIG. 3 shows a typical embodiment of such a system. The
system controller sends the reference signal characteristic
data to the reference signal generator. The reference signal
generator uses this data to generate a reference signal that it
then passes to the output amplifier to drive the transmitter.
The reference signal generator also generates the reference
signals that it passes to the synchronous demodulators. The
demodulators then” use this signal to demodulate the sensor
signals in order to calculate the magnitude and phases of the
sensor signals with respect to the magnitude and phases of
the frequencies transmitted by the transmitter. These mag-
nitudes and phases are passed back to the system controller
for further analysis, classification, and storage, and to be
passed to other parts of the system or the user via the
input/output interface. FIG. 4 shows a set of three frequen-
cies that might be combined into the continuous transmitter
output signal. FIG. 5 shows the output signal that might be
generated from a linear combination of the signals depicted
in FIG. 4.

Because the number of frequencies is finite the transmit-
ted energy at a particular frequency could be much higher
than in a pulsed system. In addition the repeatability of these
types of systems is much better than that generally achiev-
able with pulsed systems. If there is an object resonance, the
continuous transmitted signal would contain several cycles
and the signal energy could be built up in the object at the
resonant frequency. This system would have the responsivity
and drawbacks of any continuous mode system.

If, however, after some period of time the transmitter was
shut down but the synchronous demodulation of the sensor
signal continued in the same timing reference as if the
transmitter were still transmitting, then the system would be
synchronously recording the residual response of the object
after the signal has been removed, just as in the pulsed mode.
The difference is that the recording is still synchronous with
the particular phase timing of the previously transmitted
signal. This allows for a very accurate measurement of the
magnitude and phase response of the object’s residual
signal. FIG. 6 shows the continuous signal of FIG. 5. being
stopped at time equal 1.0. The figure also shows the return
signal during the time while the continuous signal is being
transmitted and after the continuous signal has been stopped.
FIG. 7 shows the residual part of the multifrequency signal’s
return which is synchronously demodulated. With this type
of system the energy at the frequencies of interest could be
much higher than that of the pulsed system since energy
need only be put into these frequencies and not into a wide
band. Also if there were resonances present they would have
had enough time during the continuous transmission time to
build up energy and would, therefore have a stronger
residual response than they would if energized by only a
short pulse. In addition the ability to rapidly turn off a single
frequency in a known and repeatable manner is much more
precise than that for a broadband pulse.

All of the techniques for producing and synchronously
demodulating singlefrequency and multi-frequency signals
could be applied to this method to achieve a much higher
accuracy frequency, magnitude and phase, response than in
the pulsed signal method. Due to the type of demodulation

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

schemes that can be employed, the temporal demodulation
resolution will enable the estimation of the relative decay
times for the broadcast frequencies. FIG. 8 shows the typical
demodulation output that might be obtained for the return
depicted in FIGS. 6 and 7. This technique will also allow
direct comparison of the continuous response and the
residual response for the return from an object. A similar
analysis could be performed during the starting end of the
continuous portion of the transmission. This end would
show any energy build up in the material due to the
transmitted frequencies and the effects this has on the return:
FIG. 9 shows a typical full pulse and its return. FIG. 10
shows the typical demodulation output that might be
obtained from the pulse return depicted in FIG. 9. The figure
shows the turn on response (with energy build up), the
continuous response, and the residual response. The pulses
would be retransmitted after a period of time. The system
would supply a continuous stream of pulses to be synchro-
nously demodulated. FIG. 11 shows a section of a typical
pulse stream.

The pulses shown in FIG. 11 are all identical; however,
there are scenarios in which one would use a stream of
different pulses depending on the nature of the physical
system. In addition the pulse frequency content would be
varied to enhance the detectability of objects in certain
background conditions or to enhance the detectability of
certain objects. For instance in the case of electromagnetic
sensors penetrating soils, lower frequencies will have better
penetration in moist or conductive soils. The frequency
content could be changed in real-time to accommodate
better penetration as the soil properties change. When
searching for objects with known characteristics in a par-
ticular region switching between frequencies in that region
and frequencies outside that region would help discriminate
between the desired object and other features.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for synchronous detection of a pulsed signal
in a transmit-receive detection system comprising:

transmitting at least one transmitted signal, said signal

having a frequency, continuously for a period of time;
receiving a return signal on at least one sensor, said return
signal corresponding to said transmitted signal;
synchronously demodulating said return signal to calcu-
late the relative magnitudes and phases between said at
least one return signal and said at least one transmitted
signal;
ceasing to transmit said transmitted signal;
after ceasing to transmit said transmitted signal, continu-
ing to demodulate said return signal whereby a timing
relationship with said at least one transmitted signal is
maintained.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein a plurality of trans-
mitted signals are transmitted.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein each of said transmitted
signals features a different frequency.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein said transmitting and
said receiving are performed using a plurality of transmitters
and sensors.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein said transmitting is
performed using different transmitters to transmit different
frequencies or sets of frequencies.

6. The method of claim 5 wherein at least two of said
different frequencies are of a different physical nature.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein one of said different
frequencies is sound, and another of said frequencies is an
electric field.
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8. The method of claim 1 wherein said receiving is
performed using different sensors to receive different fre-
quencies or sets of frequencies.

9. The method of claim 8 wherein at least two of said
different frequencies are of a different physical nature.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein one of said different
frequencies is sound, and another of said frequencies is an
electric field.

11. The method of claim 1 wherein the synchronous
demodulation ceases and is restarted maintaining the timing
relationship with said at least one transmitted signal for at
least one period during transmission of the continuous signal
and for a time after the transmitter signal has stopped.

12. The method of claim 1 wherein said synchronous
demodulation is performed using an analog phase detector.

13. The method of claim 1 wherein said synchronous
demodulation is performed using an analog phase detector.

14. The method of claim 1 wherein said synchronous
demodulation is performed by a computer using software.

15. The method of claim 1 wherein said at least one
transmitted signal comprises a pulse stream and at least one
of said pulses includes changed frequency content in order
to enhance detectability under specific conditions.

16. The method of claim 15 wherein frequency content of
pulses in the pulse stream is changed in real-time for the
purpose of enhancing penetration in changing background
materials.

17. The method of claim 15 wherein frequency content of
pulses in the pulse stream is changed in real-time for the
purpose of enhancing penetration in changing material type
or composition in eddy current material analysis.

18. The method of claim 15 wherein frequency content of
pulses in the pulse stream are changed in real-time for the
purpose of enhancing detectability of certain objects based
on the return signal.

19. The method of claim 18 wherein if the return signal
indicates presence of a nonmagnetic but highly resistive
material, changing the frequency content of said transmitted
signal to determine thickness of the material based on skin
depth estimations.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein said changing is
performed in order to differentiate between thick resistive
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materials and thin conductive materials such as foils, that
would otherwise exhibit similar frequency responses over
certain frequencies.
21. A method of synchronous detection of a pulsed signal
in a transmit-receive detection system comprising:
transmitting, continuously for a period of time, a plurality
of transmitted signals, at least some of said signals
including a frequency different from a frequency in
other of said signals;
receiving a plurality of return signals on at least one
sensor, said return signals corresponding to said trans-
mitted signals;
synchronously demodulating said return signals to calcu-
late the relative magnitudes and phases between said
return signals and said transmitted signals;
ceasing to transmit at least some of said transmitted
signals;
after ceasing to transmit said at least some of said trans-
mitted signals, continuing to demodulate said return
signals whereby a timing relationship with said trans-
mitted signals is maintained.
22. A method of synchronous detection of a pulsed signal
in a transmit-receive detection system comprising:
transmitting, continuously for a period of time, a plurality
of transmitted signals, at least some of said signals
including a frequency different from a frequency in
other of said signals, said transmitting performed using
a plurality of transmitters;
receiving a plurality of return signals on a plurality of
sensors, said return signals corresponding to said trans-
mitted signals;
synchronously demodulating said return signals to calcu-
late the relative magnitudes and phases between said
return signals and said transmitted signals;
ceasing to transmit at least some of said transmitted
signals;
after ceasing to transmit said at least some of said trans-
mitted signals, continuing to demodulate said return
signals whereby a timing relationship with said trans-
mitted signals is maintained.
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